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15" anniversary of the Taiwan POW Memorial
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Taiwan POW Memorial in the spring

Down the Mine Bonnie Laddies, Down the Mine ... A. Glynn
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Please join us for FEPOW Day Sat. Aug. 11th | Téihoku Camp 6 POW Memorial

REMEMBRANCE WEEK 2012

Be sure to mark the week of November 7 — 14 on your calendars and in your date books, and plan to be
with us for another wonderful annual event which will feature a POW banquet on November 10th and
the Remembrance Day service at the Prisoner of War Memorial Park at Kinkaseki on the 11th. This year is
the 15™ anniversary of the building and dedication of the Taiwan POW Memorial. We hope that former
POWs and their families will make an effort to come as we have a special program prepared for these
guests. If you are interested, and for more information, please contact the Society by mail or email at the
addresses shown on page 2 of this newsletter. We look forward to having you with us here in November!
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TAIWAN POW CAMPS

MEMORIAL SOCIETY
P.O0. BOX 665, YUNG HO

TAIPEI 234, TAIWAN, R.O.C.

TEL. 8660-8438  FAX. 8660-8439
E-MAIL society@powtaiwan.org

TAIWAN POW CAMPS MEMORIAL
SOCIETY - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Michael Hurst, MBE - Society Director -
VP and General Mgr., J. Chen Enterprises Taiwan;
Writer; Historian

Mark Wilkie - Educational Development and
Training Practitioner; Historian; former soldier

Prof. Jerome Keating, PhD. - Professor,
Writer; Historian

Jack Hsu - Supervisor, Admin Dept., SEMPO,
DORTS, Taipei City Gov't.; Ret. Lt. Cmdr., ROC Navy
Stuart Saunders - President, Esdesign Industrial
Design

HISTORICAL ADVISOR. . .

Prof. Jack Geddes - Professor, Historian, Writer,
Missionary, Canada

OVERSEAS REPRESENTATIVES. ..
UK - Cliff Foster cliff.foster34@virginmedia.com
Aust. - Rod Martin ramartin46 @optusnet.com.au

EX-OFFICIO. . .

Kevin Magee - Representative, Australian
Commerce and Industry Office, Taipei

David Campbell - Director-General, British Trade
and Cultural Office, Taipei

Scott Fraser - Executive Director, Canadian Trade
Office in Taipei

Hans Fortuin — Representative, Netherlands Trade
and Investment Office, Taipei

Stephen Payton - Director, New Zealand
Commerce and Industry Office, Taipei

William Stanton - Director, American Institute in
Taiwan

L OGO of the TAIWAN POW CAMPS
MEMORIAL SOCIETY

Our logo - a poppy cross superimposed on a map
of Taiwan - was chosen because in the fall of 1998

the returning POWs laid poppy crosses at all the
former campsites they visited. The poppy and the
poppy cross are recognised worldwide as symbols
of remembrance to war veterans.

THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF
THE TAIWAN POW CAMPS
MEMORIAL SOCIETY. ..

*to continue the search for survivors of
the Taiwan POW camps from 1942 — 45.

*to search for the locations of the
former Japanese POW camps on the
island of Taiwan. [ completed ]

*to ensure the memory of the Taiwan

POWs is not forgotten. [ ongoing ]

*to help with the organization of, and
participate in, the memorial service for
the Taiwan POWs at Jinguashi every
November. [ ongoing ]

*to help educate the people of Taiwan
in a little-known part of their history.

* to provide information to researchers,
scholars, museums and POW groups
on the Taiwan POWS’ story. [ ongoing ]

LIST OF TAIWAN POW
CAMPS. . . all found!

. KINKASEKI #1 (Jinguashi)

. TAICHU #2 (Taichung)

. HEITO #3 (PingTung)

. SHIRAKAWA #4 (Chiayi)

. TAIHOKU #5 MOSAK (Taipei)

. TAIHOKU #6 (Taipei)

. KARENKO (Hualien)

. TAMAZATO (Yuli)

INRIN (Yuanlin)

10. INRIN TEMP. (Yuanlin)

11. TOROKU (Touliu)

12. TAKAO (Kaohsiung)

13. KUKUTSU (Taipei)

14. OKA (Taipei)

15. CHURON Evacuation Camp (Taipei)
16. MARUYAMA Evacuation Camp (Taipei)

©CONOUAWNR

Today’s accomplishments
were yesterday’s
Impossibilities!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FEPOW DAY - AUGUST 11, 2012

This year will be the fifth time that FEPOW Day
is celebrated here in Taiwan. Once again we will
meet at the Spot Theatre — 18, Chungshan North
Road Sec. 2 in downtown Taipei on Saturday
evening August 11" at 6 pm. There will be a display
of POW and military artifacts, we will have a short
memorial service to remember the POWSs and then
the POW documentary “The True Story of the
Bridge on the River Kwai” will be featured.

This year we are happy to welcome our first ever
overseas FEPOW Day guests - Bob and Joann
Officer whose father Pte. John G. Hayes of the 5"
Beds & Herts Reg't was a POW in Heito and
Shirakawa Camps.

Everyone is invited, but space is limited to
around 75 persons, so please kindly let us know if
you’re planning to attend so we can reserve a seat
for you. We hope to have a good turnout again this
year.

An email will be sent out locally as a reminder
prior to the event and we look forward to seeing
many of our friends and supporters once again. We
invite you to come and learn more of the story of the
Far East POWSs.

A word regarding donations to the Society:

Banks in Taiwan are reluctant to accept anything !

other than US dollars, so if making a donation to

the Society please send the funds in US$ - -

- preferably in a bank wire / transfer to our account

here. Please contact us for the pertinent account
information. Thank you.

PLEASE HELP US - NOW!

In the past few months we have received a
number of first time emails from people
telling us that their father, grandfather, uncle
etc. has just passed away. It is always sad
when we hear of a POW’s passing, but in
response | write to them and ask “Why didn’t
you write to us sooner and tell us about your
relative while he was still alive?” “We want to
hear from them, and about them, so we can
learn more of the POWSs’ stories to further
insure that they are recorded and that the
men are not forgotten.”

So PLEASE - if you have a loved one who
was a Taiwan POW and who is still living,
please send us a letter or an email and tell us
about him -

BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE.

FROM THE DIRECTOR. . .

We have had a very busy spring season with a
number of projects completed and visits from several
overseas guests as well as local school groups.

Perhaps one of the biggest endeavours this spring
was the completion of the Taiwan POW War Graves
Photo Project (see story on pages 6-7) and the
formation of the new Asian War Graves Photo
Group — a joint effort with a number of other
organizations and individuals to provide free war
graves and memorial photos from the cemeteries in
Asia (see page 10 for more info).

As in previous years ANZAC Day was celebrated
with our Australian and New Zealand friends and
once again a wreath was laid in honour of the ANZAC
POWSs who were here on Taiwan.

Our new and expanded website has brought a lot
of rave reviews and we are pleased that people are
finding more information and making better use of it.
Please be sure to check it out.

Our second annual Memorial Day event was held
on May 28" with an increased turnout and a good
time of fellowship was had by all who attended.

We are looking forward to a great second half of
the year with more tours to the camps being planned,
visits by overseas guests from the USA and UK, and
our annual FEPOW Day in August. This year we will
have our first ever overseas guests from the UK
joining us for the event.

Remembrance Week this November promises to
be another outstanding event. This year is the 15"
anniversary of the building and dedication of the
Kinkaseki / Taiwvan POW Memorial. It all came about
as a result of the memorial service held in May of
1997 to remember the men who slaved in the
notorious Kinkaseki prisoner of war camp in the
village of Jinguashi, Taiwan. The Kinkaseki / Taiwan
POW Memorial was dedicated on the site of the
former POW camp on November 23, 1997.

So much has happened since those early days.
Following the dedication of the memorial an effort was
begun to find and contact all of the former Kinkaseki
and Taiwan POWSs and their families to let them know
what had been done here in their honour, and the
work has been ongoing now for the past 15 years. We
have succeeded in contacting more than 400 and
also in researching and sharing the story of the
Taiwan POWSs and the camps with the world.

At present we are working on erecting another
POW Memorial on the site of the former Karenko
senior officers’ camp at Hualien which will hopefully
be ready for dedication in November as well.

In closing | want to thank all those who have given
so generously toward our work of remembering the
POWs and erecting memorials in their honour.
Together we are making certain that they will never
be forgotten.

Michael FHurst mBe

Sincerely,




In Memoriam

The following former Taiwan POWSs have passed
away since our last newsletter.

We extend our sincerest sympathy to the families

of these men and assure them that although they

are no longer with us, they will not be forgotten!

ERNEST WALTER HUNT
L/BDR., 148™ FIELD REGIMENT, R.A.
NOVEMBER 6, 2011

BILL DUNN
PTE., 148™ FIELD REG'T. RA.
DECEMBER 14, 2011

JAMES MOWATT
PTE., 2"° BTN. GORDON HIGHLANDERS.
DECEMBER 16, 2011

CLIFFORD REDDISH
SGMN., 11™ INDIAN DIV. SIGNALS
DECEMBER 23, 2011

ERNIE AGASS
L/CPL., ROYAL ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
JANUARY 27, 2012

THORVALD A. KIBSGAARD
CAPT., NORWEGIAN MERCHANT MARINE
MARCH 13, 2012

JACK A. WRAGG
GUN., 148™ FIELD REG'T. RA.
MARCH 14, 2012

GEORGE W. READ
GUN., 155" FIELD REG'T. R.A.
APRIL 21, 2012

Please let us know if you hear of the passing of any
former Taiwan POW and send us the information
as we want to make sure thev are remembered.

REMEMBERING A GREAT
FEPOW FRIEND. ..

ERNEST WALTER HUNT
L/BDR., 148" FIELD REGIMENT, R.A.

Ernie came to Taiwan in November 1942 on the
Dainichi Maru and went to Taichu Camp. Later he was
transferred to Kinkaseki and in February 1945 was put on
the hellship Taiko Maru and taken to Kyushu, Japan
where he spent the last 5 months of the war.

| first met Ernie at the POW reunion held at Gunton
Hall in Lowestoft in 1999. We became friends there and
our parting after the reunion was an emotional one. Every
year since then we Kkept in touch. We exchanged
Christmas cards every year and letters from time to time.
He was a wonderful man — gentle and kind, and so
supportive of our work. | will miss him and am honoured
to have had him as my friend.

BELATED TRIBUTES . ..

The following are former American POWSs who were
in Taiwan and have passed away in the past several
years and whose deaths were not reported earlier or
were previously missed. They were members of the
200th / 515th Coast Artillery Company, US Army
and their names were obtained from the
Bataan/Corregidor Memorial Foundation of New
Mexico. Most of these men came to Taiwan on the
hellship Hokusen Maru and were interned in either
Inrin  Temporary Camp or Toroku Camp until
moved to Japan in January 1945. We wish to
honour and remember them at this time.
May they rest in peace!

IRVIN R. BUTLER
PFC., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
DECEMBER 25, 2010

FELIX M. SALAS
SGT., 515TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
JULY 12, 2009

HEINZ L. RHEE
PFC., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
FEBRUARY 8, 2009

DAVID JOHNS
SGT., 515TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
JUNE 25, 2008

DONALD M. DANSBY
S/SGT., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
APRIL 23, 2008

PRAGEDIS M. SORA
PFC., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
JANUARY 18, 2008

PEDRO ESPINOSA
T/SGT., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
OCTOBER 25, 2007

VALENTINE SANTILLANES
PVT., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
OCTOBER 17, 2007

EDWARDO SANDOVAL
PVT., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
OCTOBER 15, 2007

ROBERT J. WELCH
SGT., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
MARCH 07, 2007

JOE L. SANCHEZ
PFC., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
JANUARY 25, 2007

WILLIAM E. JENSEN
PFC., 60TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
SEPTEMBER 19, 2006

JAMES F. SCHIFFNER
S/SGT., 200TH COAST ARTILLERY, US ARMY
JULY 14, 2006




